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SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATIES: WASHINGTON POST STORY 
FOR THE AMBASSADOR FROM CHRISTOPHER 


1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF WASHINGTON POST STORY OF 3/15: 


BEGIN QUOTE: THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION DISPATCHED ITS TOP 
BRASS TO CAPITOL HILL YESTERDAY TO FIGHT THE CLOSING SKIR- 
MISHES IN THE BATTLE FOR VOTES ON THE CONTROVERSIAL PANAMA 
CANAL TREATIES. 


AT THE END OF A HECTIC DAY OF LOBBYING, HEADCOUNTING AND 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PREVIOUSLY UNDECIDED SENATORS, THE FATE 
OF THE FIRST TREATY-SCHEDULED FOR A FINAL VOTE TOMORROW- 
REMAINED UNCERTAIN. 


THE BEST AVAILABLE COUNTS SUGGESTED THAT IF THE REMAINING 
HANDFUL OF UNDECIDED SENATORS SPLIT ABOUT EVENLY, THE 
TREATY SHOULD CARRY BY TWO-THIRDS PLUS ONE OR TWO VOTES. 
BUT NO TREATY SUPPORTERS WOULD PREDICT CONFIDENTLY THAT 
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THIS WILL HAPPEN. 


VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE, SECRETARY OF STATE CYRUS R. 
VANCE, DEFENSE SECRETARY HAROLD BROWN AND OTHER SENIOR 
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS WERE IN THE CAPITOL YESTERDAY TO 
PRESS THE ADMINISTRATION'S CASE. 
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A NEW ISSUE EMERGED YESTERDAY AND LED ONE PREVIOUSLY FIRM 
TREATY SUPPORTER TO QUESTION HIS OWN EARLIER DECISION TO 
VOTE YES TOMORROW. THE ISSUE WAS WHETHER THE WHITE HOUSE 
HAS IMPROPERLY OFFERED POLITICAL FAVORS TO UNDECIDED 
SENATORS TO TRY TO INFLUENCE THEIR VOTES ON THE CANAL 
TREATIES. 

SEN. BOB PACKWOOD (R-ORE) SAID HE WAS "TROUBLED BY THE 
FACT THAT SO MANY RUMORS ARE RAMPANT" ABOUT DEALS BETWEEN 
THE ADMINISTRATION AND UNDECIDED SENATORS. HE SAID THE 
PRESIDENT SHOULD NOT BE "MASTER OF CEREMONIES" AT "LET'S 
MAKE A DEAL". 

PACKWOOD REFERRED TO A NEW YORK TIMES ARTICLE PUBLISHED 
YESTERDAY THAT SUGGESTED THAT THE WHITE HOUSE HAD PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY VOTES IN MIND WHEN IT DECIDED EARLIER IN THE 
WEEK TO BUY SUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF COPPER FOR STRATEGIC 
STOCKPILES, AND WHEN IT DECIDED NOT TO OPPOSE A FARM BILL 
BACKED BY SEN. HERMAN E. TALMADGE (D-GA.). 

THE ARTICLE SUGGESTED THAT THESE MOVES WERE MEANT TO HELP 
WIN OVER TALMADGE AND SEN. DENNIS DECONCINI (D-ARIZ.), 

A SUPPORTER OF MUCH GREATER GOVERNMENT COPPER PURCHASES, 

TO THE CANAL TREATIES. 

TALMADGE AND SEN. SAM NUNN (D-GA.) ANNOUNCED THEIR SUPPORT 
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FOR THE TREATY YESTERDAY. ASKED IF THE WHITE HOUSE 
POSITION ON HIS FARM BILL HAD COME BEFORE OR AFTER HIS 
DECISION, TALMADGE SAID HE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THE WHITE 
HOUSE POSITION WAS. 

HOWEVER, SOURCES IN THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE SUGGESTED 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION DID HAVE TALMADGE'S CANAL VOTE IN 
MIND WHEN IT DECIDED NOT TO OPPOSE HIS FARM BILL. 

SEVERAL SENATORS SAID PRIVATELY THAT IF THIS WAS THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S INTENTION, IT MISUNDERSTOOD TALMADGE AND 
WHAT WOULD INFLUENCE HIM. 

DECONCINI SAID IT WAS RIDICULOUS TO THINK THE COPPER 
DECISION WOULD INFLUENCE HIS VOTE, SINCE HE FELT IT WAS 
AN INADEQUATE PROGRAM OF PURCHASES. HE SAID HE HAD TOLD 

THE WHITE HOUSE THAT PERIPHERAL ISSUES WOULD NOT INFLUENCE 
HIS CANAL VOTE. 

SEN. EDWARD W. BROOKE (R-MASS.) HAS TOLD SENATE ASSOCIATES 
THAT HE FELT PRESIDENT CARTER HAD MADE A RATHER CRUDE 
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OFFER TO WIN HIS VOTE FOR THE CANAL TREATIES AT A PRIVATE 
MEETING LAST WEEK, ACCORDING TO INFORMED SOURCES. DETAILS 
OF THE ALLEGED OFFER WERE NOT REVEALED, AND BROOKE'S 
OFFICE DECLINED COMMENT. 

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY JODY POWELL SAID YESTERDAY 
THAT ALLEGATIONS OF DEALS FOR SENATORS' VOTES WERE 
UNFOUNDED. "I DON'T KNOW OF ANY TRADES ON THE PANAMA 
CANAL TREATIES," POWELL SAID. "I SUPPOSE IT DEPENDS ON 
WHAT YOU CALL A TRADE." 

OTHER SENATORS TALKED IN THE CLOAKROOMS ABOUT THIS ISSUE 
YESTERDAY, MANY TENDING TO BELIEVE THAT THE WHITE HOUSE 
WAS GOING OUT OF ITS WAY TO BE NICE TO WAVERING SENATORS, 
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BUT NONE BESIDES PACKWOOD QUESTIONED THE PROPRIETY OF THIS 
OPENLY. IN THE PAST, MANY SENATORS HAVE REGULARLY, THOUGH 
PRIVATELY, CRITICIZED THE CARTER WHITE HOUSE FOR FAILING 
TO MAKE POLITICAL DEALS WITH THEM. 

SEN. DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN (D-N.Y.) SAID YESTERDAY HE HAD AT 
LEAST GOTTEN A CUBAN CIGAR OUT OF MONDALE, MOYNIHAN WAS 
AN EARLY SUPPORTER OF THE TREATIES, AND SAID HE HOPED THE 
PRESIDENT WOULDN'T FORGET THAT THE FIRST SUPPORTER WAS 
JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE 67TH. 

APPARENTLY THE LAST REMAINING UNDECIDED SENATORS AS OF 
LAST NIGHT WERE HENRY L. BELLMON (R-OKLA.), BROOKE, 

WENDELL H. FORD (D-KY.), PAUL G. HATFIELD (D-MONT.), 

JENNINGS RANDOLPH (D-W.VA.) AND EDWARD ZORINSKY (D-NEB.). 

DECONCINI SAID HE WOULD VOTE YES, PROVIDED THE ADMINIS 
TRATION ACCEPTS A RESERVATION HE PROPOSES THAT WOULD ALLOW 
THE UNITED STATES TO USE MILITARY FORCE IN PANAMA UNI 
LATERALLY AFTER 2000 TO KEEP THE CANAL OPEN IF IT IS 
CLOSED FOR ANY REASON. DECONCINI IS SCHEDULED TO MEET 
WITH CARTER AT 9 A.M. TODAY TO DISCUSS THIS RESERVATION, 

WHICH IS EXPECTED TO ANNOY PANAMA. 

AN AIDE TO DECONCINI PREDICTED THAT THE WHITE HOUSE WILL 
ACCEPT THE RESERVATION IF IT FEELS IT NEEDS DECONCINI'S 
VOTE. 

YESTERDAY, SENS. RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER (R-PA.) AND WILLIAM 
V. ROTH JR. (R-DEL.) ANNOUNCED THEIR OPPOSITION TO THE 
TREATIES. BESIDES NUNN AND TALMADGE, SENS. JOHN C. 

DANFORTH (R-MO.) AND H. JOHN HEINZ III ANNOUNCED THEY 
WOULD VOTE FOR THE TREATIES. HEINZ SAID HIS VOTE WOULD 
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BE CONDITIONED ON THE APPROVAL OF THREE RESERVATIONS, BUT 
AN ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL SAID ALL THREE WOULD BE 
ACCEPTABLE. 

THE POSSIBILITY REMAINED OF PARLIAMENTARY CONFUSION IN THE 
LAST TWO DAYS OF SCHEDULED DEBATE ONTHE FIRST TREATY-THE 
SO-CALLED "NEUTRALITY TREATY". TREATY OPPONENT JAMES B. 
ALIEN (D-ALA.) HINTED LAST NIGHT THAT HE MIGHT TRY TO 
DISRUPT THE SENATE LEADERSHIP S TIMETABLE, BUT WHAT HIS 
INTENTIONS ARE WAS NOT CLEAR. 

YESTERDAY THE SENATE FAILED TO VOTE ON A NUNN RESERVATION 
TO THE FINAL RESOLUTION OF RATIFICATION THAT WOULD ALLOW 
CONTINUED BASING OF U.S. FORCES IN PANAMA AFTER 2000, 
PROVIDED BOTH COUNTRIES AGREE TO THAT. NUNN'S IS ONE OF 
19 PENDING AMENDMENTS TO THE FINAL RESOLUTION OF RATIFI- 
CATION, AND ALL ARE THEORETICALLY SUPPOSED TO BE DEALT 
WITH BY 4 P.M. TOMORROW, WHENTHE FINAL VOTE IS SCHEDULED. 
UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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